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Christmas - Learning Guide

Range: 12 notes (A to D)
Parts: 2

You should always read the Singing and Signing Resources Guide in your downloaded
resource pack before you start teaching this song to your group. It’s important that
as the leader you learn the signs first, especially if you’re new to signing.

Context

This song was written by our Hands and Voices choir with the support of our facilitator
Kath Fathers. In small groups we listed the feelings, thoughts, sights and smells that
reminded us of Christmas. A small group then took those words and wrote the melody.

It has a two-part chorus that is a bit more challenging due to the interval jumps, but it
makes a nice sound when you persevere! We like to swap the two parts round when the
chorus repeats after verse 2 so that everyone gets a chance to sing each part. The words
for group 1 are in black, the words for group 2 are in pink.

You can watch a full version of this song being performed by one of our leaders here.
We’ve also created a teaching video of the full song for you to use alongside this resource
pack.

Structure

1. There’s an 8-bar introduction to this piece. Come in at the same time as the tambourine
starts.

2. The song has a verse - chorus structure.

. Verse 1
. Chorus
. Verse 2
. Chorus

. Finish with 1st half of the Chorus

3. There is no break between the verse and the chorus, but there is a short 2-bar break
between the chorus and the verse where you will hear 8 beats on the tambourine
before you start to sing again.
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Christmas - Sign Sheet (Verse 1)

EXCITED HAPPY TO FEEL
Waorking cupped hand strikes twice Working extended middle finger
Clawed hands (palms back, across  suppoding  palm moving (palm back, pointing in) brushes up
pointing in) against upper chest, levwards heel of hand. against side of chest.
_Excited we’re happy we’re feeling very giddy

TO HEAR

CHRISTMAS

Wigicing Lnl masel |padmi dawn, puending Ioremedng ahores sgering fan

e e

herd (paim Soem, :\crimlnn:nﬂ.'n{- waicng herd pul b swey changing n Working flat hand at shoulder height

_ choassd hard o taok: o sppaing bent at wrist (palm back, pointing
Working index hand (palm forward, down) swings from side to side.

pointing up) moves out away from

because we can hear the Christmas bells ringing out today
LAUGH - T SHARE
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PO FOrAT | ) TROAES DNbCk OO 00 NS O SUMDORING [l

Working "L" hand (palm back, pointing
in) below chin, makes small upward

Laughing we’re sharing we’re crunching through the
snow
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXA28apIB0Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iRI2TpSjwps

SMELL

FIRE

Working open hand (palm down,

CHRISTMAS

Viorcivg Dol fsacl |podmi ckewt, pelenbing Foreserhing shoees dopgsriig o
teared (paim Soen, soinlingg Torssrdiin weing bered pulls awsy chaging in
olosesd Femv i ks ol sapying hawsd

BELLS

Working flat hand at shoulder height
bent at wrist (palm back, pointing
down) swings from side to side.

TRl i : Opan hand Ims in, pointi : o
s 1Y v s ik rove iy 20 Goun e Tt 1ttt e
Directional sign. fingare flickering. fingers flickering.

and we can smell the crackling fire burning away

Christmas

sleigh bells ring yes

Christmas - Sign Sheet (Chorus)

PIE

CHRISTMAS

Wercing Im masel |pedm dewn, paelng Foreeerin) shoos agsering B Thumb hands held out in front of
teand (paim Sown, painling Toresrding wafkcng kend pull sy chaging tn body, circle out and back with
small downward movements as
though pressing pastry.

CHRISTHAS

Wesrcing Dol husael |pekm chorwrs, pesendang Toreesrhin shorss spesring o
herd (paim Soemn, poinling orssrdingg waikng kerd pulls assy chamging n
chosand Pl 0 bk o gappnting hewsd

Christmas

is on it’s way

Christmas mince pies

CHRISTHMAS WINE

Wizicng Imi haad |pedme down, ponting Toresedind sbarew sapgaring fon \Nc‘)rkying "Y*  hand .(palm in,
heard spaim S, poinding Torssedn; woitng bend pul b sy changing pointing forward/up) in front of

ol Fand o bamobs o gapypoming hewsd mouth makes a short movement
towards the mouth bending back

slightly at wrist.

CHRISTMAS

Wiy Bt nacl |pedmi chewT, pesanding Foresehing shereey dpsrtog R
heard (paim Soen, pointing Forsserddingg woikng) bered pul s swsy changing o
alogaied Feawd o bk o pappoting havsd

PRESENT

"O" hands (palms in/down, pointing
forward/in) make small forward
circles around each other and pull
apart.

Christmas

presents

Christmas mulled wine
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CHRISTMAS

Warcig Bm Raadl |podmi ok, penling Foreseriing sbaeey sappsrting B
hard (paim Sowen, pointing lorwerdiing, woicng ke pulb sesy changing n
chisasd Fewed 00y b o sapapsing hewsd

TO SING

Working "M hand (palm back,
pointing infup) moves in upward
circles forwards fram Ips.

TO DREAM

TO FEEL

TO REMEMBER

Norking bent hand (palm in/back,
pointing up) beside the forehead,
makes small forward circles.

Working extended middle finger
(palm back, pointing in) brushes up
against side of chest.

Working index hand points to
temple; hand moves out changing
to fist (palm in, pointing up).

FRIENI

Warking hand (palnn back, pointing
infdown) clsps supporting  hand
(palm back, pointing infdewn).

Christmas

singing

Dreaming

we’re feeling

remembering

our friends

CHRISTMAS

Vigfcing Bml pad |podm dhewn, peaenbing Foreserding shores sapganing B
herd (paim Sown, poinling orsserdng woikng kerd puls. swsy chamgeing n
ko] b ooy betio oF sappciming) havvd

'0" hands (palms forward, pointing
up) are held in front of body with
"O"s touching; hands move slowly
down and apart.

T SHARE

Wirking bent hand (palm in pnirlnrugromvld:lnmmmm”wctﬂu T
Fard |pakm up. poieiing la), fea sprngs: up changing i fak hand [paim n
oA orwiid b o MHowess Dack: 00w 0 MEs on SDSOng paim

Norking flat hand (palm back,
pointing up) moves back a short
distance over working shoulder.

Christmas

peace and love yes

that we have shared

in Christmases past

CHRISTHAS

Wizrcing B msacl |podmi chewn, pesandong Foresevdind abores sapgsring fan
heard (paim Sown, pointing Forsserding; woieng kered pul B awsy changing n
ol Pl o bk o sappaing havsd

CELEBRATE

back, poinling wp) 1aps lwice a

Working bunched hand  (paim

Working full "C" hand (palm in,

1 pointing forward) moves up to

"W hands [palms back, painting
up} wapggle at wrists whilst making

TO PLAY

Flat hands at waist height (palms
in/up, pointing forward/out) travel
up while making two vertical
outward circles.

Christmas

is on it’s way

Christmas - Sign Sheet (Verse 2)
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working side of mouth. mouth turning to point up. albernale forward circles, Do not flex wrists.
Eating we’re drinking we party and we play
TO RUN
PULL A DISGUSTED FACE!
Fisis {paims in. pointing forward),
ams swing as though nunning.
Then get ready to run away from the smell of brussle sprouts!
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